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Communications Office
Think DoD “Public Affairs”

o Advice & Counsel

o Media Relations

o Traditional & Social Media

o Community Relations

o Website

o Outreach opportunities

o Employee Communications

o Legislative Affairs Support

o Proclamations, Resolutions & 
Letters



Atlantic Hurricane Season
Hurricane Dorian – September 2019

Veterans’ Liaison to State 
Emergency Response Team

o Your Daily Status!

o Utility Restoration Efforts

o State Veterans’ Homes

o VA Medical Centers & Clinics

o Disaster Recovery Centers
o FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiners

o County Veteran Service Officers



Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame

o Legislature established to honor veterans, both living and 
deceased, for their post-military service to Florida

o Class of 2019 approved by Governor & Cabinet, Sept. 24
John A. Brinkley
USMC/USAF 
Veteran 
(Ormond Beach)

Kathryn Gates-
Skipper
USMC Veteran 
(Lake Wales)

Dr. Edward 
Copeland III
USA Veteran 
(Gainesville)

Col. Dale M. 
Leslie
USMC Retired 
(Madison)

CW4 Donald 
Courtney
USA Retired 
(Palmetto)

CAPT Norman 
Olson
USN Retired 
(The Villages)

Raymond “Ray” 
Cralle
USMC Veteran 
(Boynton Beach)

Lt. Col. Robert 
(Pat) Phillips
USAF Retired 
(Winter Park)

Col. Michael 
Flynt
USAF Retired 
(Miramar Beach)

SFC Juan 
Santiago-Seda
USA Retired 
(Viera)

Matt Franz
USA Veteran 
(Oviedo)

Michael T. 
Waldrop
USA Veteran 
(Orlando)

Irving Friedman
USN Veteran 
(Port St. Lucie)

Brig. Gen. 
William Webb
USAF Retired 
(Tallahassee)

Lt. Col. Ali 
Frohlich
USAF Retired 
(Panama City 
Beach)

Dr. Albert Zant
USA Veteran 
(Shalimar)



Florida Veterans’ Benefits Guide

o 200,000 copies courtesy of the 
Florida Veterans Foundation 

o Single copies available through   
e-mail request on FDVA website

o We bulk ship from publisher’s 
warehouse at no charge

o Interactive versions available 
online at www.FloridaVets.org

o Available at Tax Collector’s Offices 
& Driver License Offices



Forward March

 Determine best practices & ensure 
Florida sets national standard for 
veteran services & support

 FDVA completed regional assessment 
phase of veterans’ advocacy campaign

 Regional meetings in Tampa, 
Pensacola, Jacksonville, West Palm 
Beach, Ocala, Miami, Port Canaveral 
and Sarasota

 Report due Nov. 5; new newsletter to 
be launched



Suicide Prevention



Upcoming Events

 U.S. Navy Birthday (1775) is Oct. 13

 Columbus Day is Oct. 14. VA Outpatient Clinics will be closed due 
to the federal holiday.

 2019 Congressional Medal of Honor Society National Convention 
will be held at the Tampa Marriott Water Street, Oct. 22-26 

 Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Department of Florida is holding 
its Fall Conference on Oct. 25-26, in Orlando

 November is Hire a Veteran Month

 U.S. Marine Corps Birthday (1775) is Nov. 10 

 Veterans Day is Nov. 11

 Florida Veterans Council meets in Tallahassee, Nov. 13



Ardie R. Copas
State Veterans’ Nursing Home

o 120-bed Skilled 
Nursing Facility in Port 
St. Lucie

o Groundbreaking on 
March 20, 2018

o 60% Completed

o Initial hiring - January

o Open Mid-2020



Lake Baldwin (Orlando)
State Veterans’ Nursing Home

o 112-bed former VA 
Community Living Center 
on VA Campus at Lake 
Baldwin (Orange County)

o Nine-month refurbishment 
started August 2019

o Open Mid-2020

o Will rename facility for 
Florida Medal of Honor 
recipient



Connecting with FDVA

www.FloridaVets.org



#FLVets


